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BROOKS DINING OUT

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Alfonso Ramirez Jr.

Eric Stephens, director of the 311th Human Systems Wing, and Senior Airman Christine Bargioni of
the 68th Information Operations Squadron, sample the grog at the Brooks Dining Out, held May 12 at
the Brooks Club.  Guest speaker Lt. Gen. John Hudson, commander of the Aeronautical Systems
Center, addressed more than 200 attendees. “I don’t know if we set any attendance records, but I bet
we came close,” said Dining Out committee member Capt. Jared Mort. “It was the largest and
craziest grog I have ever seen in my career. It was a fun-filled evening, rich with tradition.”
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By Kendahl Johnson
Discovery editor

The 311th Human System
Wing bid farewell May 4 to
Chief Master Sgt. Reggie Will-
iams, the Wing’s command
chief, who left the base for a
new assignment. He accepted
a one-year remote assignment
to Kunsan Air Base, Korea, to
be the command chief of the 8th
Fighter Wing.

Chief Williams served at
Brooks as command chief for
just 17 months. During that time,
his two priorities were improv-
ing the mission, and then taking
care of the Airman and their
families. He wished to give a
special thanks to all base per-
sonnel, especially the enlisted
non-profit organizations, for their
consistent support in his efforts
“towards the betterment of the
Brooks Airmen and their fami-
lies.”

And his efforts at taking care
of the Airmen did not go unno-
ticed. “The chief had just one
priority…to do what is best for
the troops,” said Mr. Eric
Stephens, director of the 311th
Human Systems Wing.
“He did not get dis-
tracted by day-to-day
issues and stayed fo-
cused on his one pri-
ority. Chief Will-
iams was
able to do
t h i s
b e t -

Brooks says goodbye
to command chief

ter than anyone I have worked
with.”

Chief Williams said he will
miss Brooks, but looks forward
to new challenges and adven-
tures. “I appreciate all the sup-
port I have been given by the
people here at Brooks. It’s been
a great place to work and I have
learned a lot from my experience
here,” he said. “I am going to
really miss this place, as I am just
now starting to enjoy some of the
fruits of my labors. But I am also
looking forward to my new as-
signment. I miss the smell of jet
fuel and look forward to the op-
portunity to go to the tip of the
sphere and be closer to a hostile
environment. I will be in my own
element.”

The chief introduced several
new initiatives, including Project
CHEER, a successful initiative
designed to boost morale of the
troops. Those who worked clos-
est with him know that he made
a difference at Brooks.

“The chief was a key mem-
ber of my senior leadership team.
He and I did the walk-about vis-
its to base organizations together.

This gave us time to be to-
gether to talk about current

issues with the troops
but more importantly
conveyed to Brooks
folks that we were a

See Chief Williams/
Page 7

RANDOLPH AIR FORCE BASE — More
than 2,000 lieutenants in the 2002 and 2003 ac-
cession year groups learned if they were se-
lected for retention by the Force Shaping Board.

Each officer was notified personally of their
status by their senior rater. Officers deployed
were notified by either the deployed commander
or their home station senior rater.

The Force Shaping Board, led by a two-star
board president, was broken down into panels
of five consisting of one brigadier general and
four colonels on each panel. Panel members
were selected from the career fields of the of-
ficers affected.

“The members of this board were charged
by the secretary of the Air Force to perform the
complex task of right-sizing our junior officer
force by specialty,” said Maj. Gen. Glenn Spears,
director of force management policy, deputy chief
of staff for manpower and personnel, Headquar-
ters U.S. Air Force.

“The board members were acutely aware of
the magnitude of their role in serving on the first
board thus institutionalizing the FSB process and
ensuring the officer corps is balanced and sus-
tainable,” General Spears said.

Officers were evaluated for retention based
on information in their central selection record.
The record contained evaluation reports, deco-
rations and the Retention Recommendation
Form. Officers not selected for retention will be
separated no later than Sept. 29 but are still eli-
gible to apply for the Palace Chase or the Blue
to Green programs.

“The Air Force values the selfless service and
sacrifice of these officers who volunteered to
serve,” General Spears said. “We wish them all
the best in their future endeavors. It is our hope
they will choose to continue their service to our
great nation.”

For the latest information on force shaping,
visit www.afpc.randolph.af.mil.

AF notifies force shaping lieutenants

Golf course volunteer Albert Merolli — Page 21
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New NSPS tools available
By Ed Shannon
311th Human Systems Wing Public Affairs

The Brooks NSPS Implementation Team has made
available on its website two handy spreadsheets – one
designed for supervisors and managers and the other
for non supervisors at Brooks to easily track the respec-
tive training classes they are required to take. The links
are available on the
Brooks NSPS homepage,
according to Charles
Shinn, Brooks NSPS
Implementation Advisor.

The idea and example for
the spreadsheets came
from the 311 Human Sys-
tems Wing’s Plans and Programs Office and are intended
to be a tool for Brooks personnel to annotate the dates
they complete their training, he said.

“While there is no requirement to turn in the spread-
sheets, we wanted to devise a tool that would help all
Brooks employees understand which NSPS classes they
need to complete,” he said.  “We think we’ve accom-
plished that through the use of these spreadsheets.”

The spreadsheets are color coded to identify four
categories of training: web-based Change Management
Courses available through the Air Force Portal; web-
based Skill Courses also available through the Air Force
Portal; the web-based NSPS 101 course available now;
and NSPS-specific classroom courses that will be taught
this summer, such as Human Resources for Supervisors
and Employees.

 The Change Management and Skill courses do not
provide technical information about NSPS—their focus
is on the development of communication and change
management skills, Mr. Shinn said.  They are available
now to bargaining unit and non-bargaining unit employ-
ees.  At this time, NSPS-specific courses are available
only to non-bargaining unit employees, Mr. Shinn said.

Meanwhile, Department of Defense officials offer
the NSPS 101, an online course that provides an over-
view of the Human Resources elements of the National
Security Personnel System (NSPS), Mr. Shinn said.

Covering topics such as conversion to NSPS, classi-
fication, compensation, performance management, staff-
ing flexibilities, and workforce shaping, the web-based
course designed to address questions such as “What
happens to me when my position is converted to NSPS?”
to “How does the pay-for-performance system work?”
NSPS 101 serves as a foundation for ongoing training in
instructor-led courses that begin shortly before conver-
sion into NSPS.

The course offers the first information made avail-

able about NSPS and features a conversion calculator
that identifies an employee’s career group, pay sched-
ule, pay band and estimate of within-grade increase buy-
in, he said.

“NSPS 101 is a great course for truly understanding
the concepts and even the formula for converting when
NSPS is implemented at Brooks,” he said.  “It will pre-
pare supervisors and nonsupervisors to understand the

material that will be taught
to them during specific
NSPS classroom training
sessions this summer.”

Access to NSPS 101 is
very easy.  A hot link on the Brooks

NSPS home page will take people di-
rectly to the course.  Another way to

find the class is to go to the DoD NSPS home page and
click on the NSPS 101 link.

In other NSPS news, five Brooks volunteers will at-
tend train the trainer classes within the next month to
prepare them to teach Human Resources and Perfor-
mance Management training at Brooks, Mr. Shinn said.

“While we are still finalizing our training plans, we
expect the HR and PM classes at Brooks will be of-
fered to supervisors and non-bargaining unit employees
in the July to September timeframe,” he said.

The Human Resources for Employees and Supervi-
sors will be a four-hour auditorium setting class.

The Performance Management for Supervisors train-
ing will likely be a 12-hour classroom setting class while
the Performance Management for Non Supervisors will
likely be an eight-hour classroom setting class, Mr. Shinn
said.

“Our plan is to conduct the supervisor classes by or-
ganization and include a workshop in connection with
the class to help with creating job objectives and other
aspects of performance planning,” he said.  “It’s impor-
tant to note that the training plan is still being tweaked,
and we will be sure to advertise final plans when we
have them.”

Most supervisors at Brooks completed a mandatory
Supervisory Interactive Skills Training offered at Brooks
in 2005.  Until now, make-up classes have not been avail-
able.  With an instructor receiving training next week,
NSPS officials will be able to offer make-up classes in
July for the handful of supervisors who were unable to
attend last year, Mr. Shinn said.

“We encourage supervisors and non-bargaining unit
employees to keep an eye open for NSPS training infor-
mation as we will be finalizing training plans and adver-
tising them very soon,” he said.

For more information, supervisors and employees can
send an e-mail to NSPS@Brooks.af.mil

By Kendahl Johnson
Discovery writer

With the many retirement luncheons, going-away din-
ners and various other work-related social activities that
involve food, sticking to a healthy eating plan can be a
real challenge. It’s one thing to stick to a diet at home,
when you are in control of the contents of your refrig-
erator and portion sizes. But how do you stay on track
and avoid busting a diet when you are
out with friends and co-workers?

Diana Gonzales, director of the Ci-
vilian Health Promotion Service at the
Health and Wellness Center, said one
of the biggest obstacles in maintaining
a healthy eating regimen is social activities that include
food. She cited last week’s Wingman Day as a good
example. “Many organizations had activities that involved
food and eating,” she said.

She said one of the best tools in helping to eliminate
overeating or eating unhealthy foods at a social function
is proper planning. “If you know an activity is approach-
ing, you can start planning for it in advance. Find out
what foods will be served. If it’s not something you want

Proper planning can help dieters
to eat then you have other options. You could pack in
your own main item and eat their side dishes. Or you
could eat before attending the event.” She also said you
could coordinate with whoever is planning the activity
to have fruits and veggies or other healthy options avail-
able.

Ms. Gonzales said eating at restaurants, particularly
fast food restaurants, can be a little trickier, because
options can often be limited. But again, planning is the

key. She said many websites offer
calorie information for menu items
from all the popular restaurants.

She suggested looking online for the
healthiest options and making your
menu choice before even getting to the

restaurant. Finally, she said planning can help you bal-
ance calories. “Storing up calories is always an option,”
she said. “When you know you will be taking a co-worker
to lunch, you can eat fewer calories that morning or
have a lighter dinner. Or you can increase your exer-
cise, burning the extra calories you will consume.”

Ms. Gonzales said the bottom line is strong planning
will allow you to attend the functions and feel sociable
while still maintaining a healthy eating lifestyle.

HEALTH AND
WELLNESS CENTER

536-4292
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By Elizabeth Castillo
Discovery writer

As the week creeps closer to
an end and the weekend is just
around the corner, the Brooks
community can find peace of
mind and great deals at the
Brooks Community Thrift Store.

As customers walk through
the door they are greeted with
smiling faces and a multitude of
items displayed from wall to wall.
Purses and hats hang from
thumbtacks and jewelry sparkles
beneath a glass case. A small tray
of assorted chocolates is placed
near the register to fuel the en-
ergy of eager lunch time shop-
pers.

For years, dedicated volun-
teers of the Spouses Club have
run the thrift store here at
Brooks, and Avis Bergh, presi-
dent of the Spouses Club has
been involved since 1972.

“We are all volunteers; we have
no paid help,” Mrs. Bergh said.

Though the thrift store is only
open once a week, it has raised
a substantial amount of money
that has been contributed to the
community. Through donations
and support from the community,
the thrift store and Spouses Club
have been able to raise $15,000
towards scholarships and dona-
tions.

“We’re making money for the
community and we want people

Thursday ‘thrift therapy’
to come in and shop,” said Lee
Bartels, vice president of the
Spouses Club. “Come often be-
cause things change every five
minutes. What is here today may
not be here next week.”

Separated into three rooms,
the thrift store offers customers
the chance to delve into the rows
of clothes and endless shelves of
glassware, dishes and knick-
knacks that can send a person
into another era. The wood floor
creaks as shoppers thumb
through the multitude of hanging
apparel and rummage through
shelved items. To some it’s
therapeutic, to others a ritual.

“I come early every week,”
said Beverly Kuykendall of the
Air Force Research Laboratory.
“If I don’t, I’ll go through with-
drawals!”

Items at the thrift store vary
from clothing to candles to toys
and even plants – all donated by
people from the community. Con-
signments are also offered for
Brooks personnel interested in
selling their items through the
thrift shop. Consigners receive
80 percent of the profit of the
item sold, while the thrift store
receives the remaining 20 per-
cent. All consignments are ac-
cepted every Thursday from 9
a.m. until 1:30, excluding the last
Thursday of the month when the
shop is closed.

Customers not only enjoy the
variety of items and the kindness
of the volunteers at the thrift
store, but many also enjoy the
challenge and gamble of thrift
store shopping.

“There is always something
different here and you never
know what you’re going to find,”
said Master Sgt. Ralph Cuevas.
“If you see it you better buy it
because there are no guarantees
that it will be here again.”

The thrift store maintains low
prices for frugal shoppers, offer-
ing tremendous deals for bargain
hunters. It can also benefit do-
nators by allowing them to do-
nate unwanted items, which can

create more space in their homes
and lighten the load when moving.

 “If they don’t have the stor-
age space, it gives them a place
to come and get rid of it,” Mrs.
Bartels said.

With passionate volunteers
who are always happy to help,
the thrift store is a delightful ref-
uge during a Thursday lunch
break. “It is very therapeutic,”
said Elia Garcia, Thrift Store vol-
unteer. “There is so much to see,
you ‘de-stress’!”

The Thrift store is located in
Bldg. 641 and with the excep-
tion of the last Thursday of the
month, is open every Thursday
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

A Brooks Thrift Store customer pays for her goodies. Through support
of the community, the thrift store and the Spouses Club, which runs
the store, have raised $15,000 towards donations and scholarships.

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Alfonso Ramirez Jr.

Elia Garcia,
a Brooks
Thrift Store
volunteer,
sorts
through a
rack of
clothes.
The store is
run entirely
by unpaid
volunteers,
most of
whom are
members
of the
Spouses
Club.
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DISCOVERY
May 19, 20064

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

It was only fitting that relatives of
Brooks Field and Air Force aviation leg-
end Col. Carl Crane visited Hangar 9 April
25. If not for the late aviation pioneer’s
historic preservation initiative nearly 40
years ago, Hangar 9 would not exist as a
National Historic Landmark.

Colonel Crane saved America’s last re-
maining World War I wooden aircraft
hangar when he led a crusade during the
late 1960s to raise $100,000 for its resto-
ration. In June 1970, Hangar 9 was offi-
cially dedicated as a museum and named
in honor of the late astronaut Edward
White, the native San Antonian who died
in the Apollo 1 fire in 1967.

“There wasn’t anything he couldn’t do.
He was a Renaissance man. He could
paint, sing and wrote the world’s first book
on blind flying,” says Pam Crane, 80-
year-old widow of the man who was un-
officially known as the Air Force’s “Fa-
ther of Flight Simulators.” She said her

Hangar 9 visit revives memories for widow Air Force legend

husband was proudest of having co-
authored, with Brooks Field aviation pio-
neer Col. William Ocker, the 1932 flight
instrument book Blind Flight in Theory and
Practice.

“He always felt that Ocker didn’t get
the credit for what he did. Ocker took
the mystery out of the problems with in-

strument flying,”
Mrs. Crane said.

Col. Ocker had
by 1926 modified
at Brooks Field
the revolving
Barany chair that
then was exclu-
sively used in
early pilot training
as an orientation
device that dem-
onstrated some of
flight’s spatially
disorienting ef-
fects. Col. Ocker
adapted a bank
and turn device,

called the ‘Ocker Box,’ that modified the
Barany chair into one of the earliest flight
simulators.

Her husband’s other Brooks Field col-
laborations with Colonel Ocker produced
their joint invention of the Pre-Flight Re-
flex Trainer, which was a modification of
the Army’s WWI era Ruggles Orientator,
and a navigational aid called the Flight In-
tegrator.

“He designed, engineered and flew a
completely workable landing system for
aircraft,” Mrs. Crane said, referring to her
husband’s collaboration with George
Holloman (for whom Holloman Air Force
Base is named) that produced the world’s
first automated landing system. Their
landmark invention led to the fielding of
the world’s first military auto pilot, and
earned for Colonel Crane and Captain
Holloman aviation’s highest honor in 1937
– the Mackay Trophy.

Perhaps his greatest aviation history
achievement does not bear his name. “I
have a letter from (Edwin) Link to Carl

discussing the name for the trainer that
my husband had patented,” Mrs. Crane
recalls, referring to the 1934 invention of
what would become the Link Trainer.
“They discussed calling it the Crane-Link
Trainer and Link-Crane Trainer. How-
ever, Mr. Link’s attorney found out about
it,” Mrs. Crane said.

Mr. Link apparently acquiesced to his
attorney’s advice, resulting in him being
forever ‘linked’ to the World War II trainer
that bears his name. Mr. Link’s notoriety
was assured when he took out a license
on Colonel Crane’s patent and paid the
inventor royalties.

Mrs. Crane said her husband never quit
making contributions to instrument flight.
“He lectured (on instrument flight) to ev-
ery class (of pilots) during the 1920s,”
Mrs. Crane said. Her husband also had
worked on an all-weather gauge for 17
years that was, unfortunately, not adopted
by the Air Force due to cost.

“Three days before he died, he re-
ceived a patent for the device,” Mrs.
Crane said. The all-weather gauge, she
said, combined readings from all other
flights instruments, such as altimeters and
air speed indicators, into one device.

“He saw everything in black and white.
He was an independent thinker and vi-
sionary,” Mrs. Crane said about her hus-
band who died at age 81 of a massive
stroke in 1982. Last year, Mrs. Crane rep-
resented her husband when he was post-
humously inducted into the San Antonio
Science & Technology Hall of Fame.

While the visit to Hangar 9 was not a
first for Mrs. Crane and her husband’s
daughter Barbara and grandson Timothy,
it was the inaugural trip there for his
nephew John Meade and pilot-wife
Janice.

Photo by Rudy Purificato
Pam Crane, widow of Brooks Field and Air Force aviation pioneer
Col. Carl Crane, displays an image of her husband’s patented all-
weather gauge during a recent visit to Brooks’ Hangar 9.
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By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

He doesn’t consider himself
the ‘Lance Armstrong’ of visual
information communicators, but
Senior Master Sgt. David Riggs
has earned the distinction of be-
ing a repeat champion by having
earned his second consecutive
Air Force Material Command
award.

He was presented May 5 the
U.S. Air Force Communications
and Information Professional of
the Year Award for 2005 in the
Senior NCO category. He won
the same AFMC level award in
2004. Characterizing the honor as
very gratifying, Sergeant Riggs
said he is appreciative of the rec-
ognition he has received.

The award s based on job per-
formance in the visual informa-
tion communications career field.
Prior to the sergeant’s back-to-
back command level wins as
Brooks City-Base’s Multimedia
Center manager, he had previ-
ously won the honor at the wing
level while stationed at Dyess Air
Force Base, Texas.

“When you are working at a
smaller base, you continue to look
for new ways to provide service.
The challenge for me is not only
providing this service, but doing
it during a time of reduced re-
sources,” he said.

Among the initiatives he is
most proud of, cited in his award-
winning nomination package, is
having planned and staged the
base’s first ever multimedia con-

Multimedia manager earns second consecutive AFMC award

Photo by Tech. Sgt. Alfonso Ramirez

ference held last year. The event
focused on multimedia support of
organizations’ core missions.

He was also responsible for
rewriting a host-tenant support
agreement that accurately iden-
tified available multimedia ser-
vices and local vendor support,
while also categorizing and pri-
oritizing product capabilities
based on mission need.

Based on significantly reduced
multimedia resources, Sergeant
Riggs developed a graphics sup-
port plan for customers to use off
base vendors to fulfill mission-
based work order requests. He
was also instrumental in ensur-
ing audit oversight, to prevent
duplication of services, by coor-
dinating multimedia policy for
multimedia equipment purchases.

Col. Penny Giovanetti, vice director of the 311th Human Systems Wing,
presents Senior Master Sgt. David Riggs with the AFMC
Communications and Information Professional of the Year award.
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The  DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE  is your opportunity to make
Brooks a better place to live, work and play.

If you have a suggestion for improvement, a complaint or
a problem that you have not been able to resolve through
normal complaint channels or the chain of command, call the
DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222DIRECTOR’S ACTION LINE, 536-2222.

Only items of general interest will be published, so please
leave your name and number for a personal response.

Brooks City-Base Security........................... 536-2851
311th Communications Squadron.............. 536-6571
311th Mission Support Group —
Logistics Division......................................... 536-3541
Safety........................................................... 536-2111
BDA Housing Community Maintenance..... 533-5900
BDA Housing Community Office................. 533-5905
311th Services Division.............................. 536-2545
59th Medical Squadron (Clinic)................. 536-4715

ACTION LINE
536-2222

The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:The base agencies listed below can be contacted directly:

ERIC STEPHENSERIC STEPHENSERIC STEPHENSERIC STEPHENSERIC STEPHENS
311th Human Systems

Wing director

Military Personnel....................................... 536-1845
Civilian Personnel....................................... 536-3353
Military Pay................................................... 536-5778
Civilian Pay................................................... 536-8370
Inspector General (FWA)............................ 536-2358
Military Equal Opportunity......................... 536-2584
EEO Complaints.......................................... 536-3702
Brooks City-Base AF Project Office............ 536-3655
Brooks Development Authority................... 536-5366

AIRMAN AND FAMILY
READINESS FLIGHT

BUNDLES FOR BABIES
May 25 — 8 a.m. - 12 p.m., Bldg. 537

Active duty Air Force couples with a newborn
or expecting a child should plan on attending this
Air Force Aid Society sponsored class.  Obtain
information about budgeting, basic baby care, in-
fant development, effective parenting, car seat regu-
lations and much more.

HOME BUYING SEMINAR
June 6  — 10 a.m. - 1 p.m., Bldg. 537

Are you thinking of buying or selling your
home?  Learn how to use VA or conventional loans
and how to invest in real estate.  Bring your lunch
and discuss the obstacles in buying or selling a
home. Please sign up in advance.

GIVE PARENTS A BREAK
June 9  — 5 - 9 p.m., Bldg. 537

The Air Force Aid Society offers eligible par-
ents a few hours break from the stressors of
parenting.  To be eligible for the program, families
must be referred by any commander, first sergeant
or chaplain. They can also be referred by the Fam-
ily Support Center, Family Advocacy, Child Devel-
opment Center or the Youth Center.  Contact the
Youth Center at 536-2515 to make reservation.

EFFECTIVE RESUMES
June 14  — 10:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m., Bldg. 537

Learn the different resume styles and how to
write and use them effectively to open career op-
portunities.  Find out the do’s and don’ts of re-
sume development.  Reminder to register in advance
for this class plus all classes offered.

SINGLE PARENTS SUPPORT GROUP
June 19 — 11 a.m. - noon, Bldg. 537

Come join other single parents for lunch and an
opportunity for enhancing personal growth, self-
confidence and sensitivity towards others by of-
fering an environment for support, friendship and
the exchange of parenting techniques.

SPONSOR TRAINING
Mondays  — 1 - 1:30 p.m., Bldg. 537

Sponsor training is mandatory of all first-time
sponsors and those who have not sponsored
within the past year.  However, others are more
than welcome to attend.  Learn about tools and
resources available for sponsors.

AIR FORCE ONESOURCE
The Air Force Onesource program,  provided in

partnership with Family Support Centers and other
agencies, is designed to help active duty members
and their family members cope with life’s little and
not so little issues, 24 hours a day, 365 days a year.
Master’s level consultants are available to speak
with you, ALL calls will be answered live. The
website, www.airforceonesource.com,  provides
information on numerous items of interest and uti-
lizes a key word search engine. One can access
informative articles, helpful tools, and audio tips
on hundreds of topics.  The toll free number is 1-
800-707-5784.

To register for a class,
call 536-2444

Chief Williams from page 1

team.  Chief Williams served
Brooks well and his lasting con-
tributions are a tribute to his vi-
sion and leadership,” Mr.
Stephens said.

Although taking care of the
Airman was his top priority, the
chief didn’t spend his time pam-
pering the troops. “I push people
and I do it intentionally.  I try to
stretch people because I feel it
strengthens them,” Chief Will-
iams said. “By stretching, it al-
lows you to get outside of your
comfort zone and gain new ex-
perience and growth. It allows you to make a
difference.”

He said that a leader needs to inspire people
to excel. “If we aren’t inspiring our people, then

we are doing a disservice to
those Airmen,” he said, adding
that our Airmen need to under-
stand the value and importance
of loyalty. “Those that don’t care
about putting the mission before
their own personal desires may
need to consider a new occupa-
tion.

Chief Williams’s parting ad-
vice to the people of Brooks is
to not be concerned about the
changes taking place in the Air
Force, particularly the eminent
closure of the base. “We

shouldn’t worry about things we have no con-
trol over. Besides, it’s not what happens, but what
we do with what is happening that shapes our
character.”

Chief Master Sgt.
Reggie Williams
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311th Human Systems Wing

He may not yet “write the
songs the whole world sings,” but
Staff Sgt. Jeff Charles’ tunes
written in Iraq are hitting the
right chords with troops there.

This U.S. Air Force School of
Aerospace Medicine optometry
technician, on mobility assign-
ment to the 386th Expeditionary
Security Forces Squadron Pro-
tection Flight, is a hit among U.S.
forces at Ali Al Salem Air Base.
He became a celebrity among
the troops there when he wrote
the base’s humorous anthem
titled “Ali Ali Al Salem.” Since
then, he has performed the
base’s anthem, and six other
songs he composed, to Florida
Governor Jeb Bush and other dis-
tinguished visitors.

“I think my music has offered
a friendly distraction to the troops

USAFSAM singer hitting ‘right chords’ with troops in Iraq
over here, something to take their
minds off the every day grind and
make them laugh a little. Music
bridges a lot of friendships, and
humor is a great cure-all,” says
the Minneapolis, Minn., native
whose humorous lyrics have be-
come his trademark.

Sergeant Charles said he is a
musical late bloomer. “I wrote
my first song about two and half
years ago. I didn’t start singing
until six years ago. I started play-
ing the guitar five years ago, to
accompany my voice.”

Although he is a novice per-
former-composer, Sergeant
Charles appears to have been
genetically predisposed to music.
“My dad (Lanny) was a drum-
mer and had a band that played
for TV and radio a number of
years back. My mother (Lynne)
had a beautiful voice and was a
pianist. My grandfather played
the violin, and my great grandfa-

ther used to call square dances
in South Dakota,” Sergeant
Charles said.

He also attributes his recent
musical success to his childhood
fascination with storytelling.
“When I was a kid, my brother
and I used to write stories and
draw pictures all the time, so I
always had an affinity for
storytelling. I felt like I always
had a creative side and lots of
tales to tell, but I had never had a
lot of involvement with music,
even though it was in my house
all the time,” he said.

“After a couple of years play-
ing the guitar, I wanted to try and
tell some of my own stories with
music, and decided to try and see
if I could write a song. I’ve been
hooked ever since.”

His musical heritage certainly
gave him a good foundation, but
he credits several professional
recording artists for influencing
his musical style. “I heard a lot
of Elvis, Johnny Cash, Hank Wil-
liams and Buck Owens records
growing up, so I have a deep af-
fection for rockabilly and tradi-
tional country music, and the in-
fluence it has had on my music,”
he said, , adding he has also been
influenced by legends Roy
Orbison and Dwight Yoakam.

Three years ago, Sergeant
Charles’ musical journey as an
artist took root during an assign-
ment in South Carolina. “I be-
came friends with two outstand-
ing musicians; Arnie Jones, lead
singer of The Blackbottombis-
cuits, a rockabilly-bluegrass band
with a large following in South
Carolina, and Steve Schwartz, a
talented lead guitar player and
harmony singer.”

He credits them for their en-
couragement and helping him
improve musically.

“I had met Steve, who was an
Air Force recruiter, one day at the

Musician Staff Sgt. Jeff Charles (center) has entertained numerous
high ranking officials and dignitaries during his deployment to Iraq,
including Lt. Gen. Stephen Blum (left), chief of the National Guard
Bureau, and Iowa Governor Tom Vilsack.

optometry clinic, because he saw
my guitar in the corner (of the
room). We quickly became
friends and started playing to-
gether as a duo. I met Arnie at a
songwriters’ event, and we hit it
off right away because of our
common interests in music,” Ser-
geant Charles said.

As a consequence, Sergeant
Charles and musical partner
Steve Schwartz opened a num-
ber of shows for Jones’ band. His
budding career was short-lived,
however, when he was reas-
signed to Brooks City-Base in
January 2005. Shortly thereafter,
he received orders for a five-
month mobility assignment.

The move to Iraq did not re-
strict his musical growth. His in-
spiration comes from many
sources, what he describes as
creative whims. “The challenges
with songwriting are many: try-
ing to say what you want to say
without being too wordy, and not

too brief. Then there is the chal-
lenge of working out a melody
and making that fit with proper
word choices, and telling a story
without being too redundant,” he
said.

American forces stationed
with him apparently like his mu-
sic. “I have gotten a lot of posi-
tive feedback and frequent re-
quests to perform during my stay
here,” Sergeant Charles said. “I
have performed for a number of
wounded transient soldiers. It
was a real honor to play for them.
Seeing them sit up in their beds
to hear me was quite a moving
experience.”

He also was moved by some-
thing all songwriters hope to ex-
perience.

“Around the base, people of-
ten come up to me and start sing-
ing one of my songs, or quote
some of my lyrics. As a musi-
cian, that’s the nicest thing any-
one could ever say to me!”

USAFSAM’s Staff Sgt. Jeff Charles, on mobility assignment at Ali Al
Salem Air Base, Iraq, entertains the troops and visitors with his
humorous, self-composed music.

Courtesy photos

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Austrian immigrant George Dullnig
could have saved the Army at Brooks
Field some grief if he
had known their plans to
drill for water – the
same thing he did de-
cades earlier that had acci-
dentally made him a wealthy
man.

Nearly 20 years before his
neighbor Rudolph Keilman
sold part of his property that
would become Brooks Field, Dullnig had
attempted 12 times to drill for water as
an irrigation source for a planned orchard.

In 1886, he found crude oil, natural gas
and sulphur water instead. His wells be-
came one of the largest sources for oil
and gas in the state before the Spindletop
oilfield in Beaumont launched the Texas
oil boom on January 10, 1901. The area

Oil and water didn’t mix in early Brooks history
where Brooks is situated is in close prox-
imity to the Dullnig oil field.

Army Air Service leaders did not know
in 1917 that the site they had selected to
build a primary flying training base was

located over untapped Texas
crude. They had purchased the
southern section of Rudolph

Keilman’s estimated 4,000-
acre ranch for $150 an acre.

“They drilled all over
the place at Brooks Field,

but they hit oil. They
were not after oil, they
were after water,” re-

calls 89-year-old Orville Keilman. Only a
year old at the time of the Army’s un-
wanted discovery, he knew the story
about Brooks ‘water’ drilling from family
members who had heard it from his great-
grandfather Rudolph Keilman.

Mr. Kielman, who owns property near
the old west gate and close to the old fam-
ily homestead where the Dairy Queen now

resides, recalled how an Army major in
charge of the drilling got upset after re-
peatedly striking oil instead of water.
Water Army drillers eventually found, he
surmised, must have had a distinct odor.

“The water
on The Hill
wasn’t any
good. It tasted
bad,” said Mr.
Keilman about
the water from
a cistern his
family had used
when they lived here. The retired Kelly
Air Force Base employee said southside
ranchers knew the area that comprises
Brooks had small amounts of oil, but not
enough to be commercially profitable dur-
ing the early days of Texas oil explora-
tion.

Oil deposits below Brooks are consid-
ered inconsequential in terms of size com-
pared to the nearby Dullnig, Southton and

Eckhardt oil fields that produced thousands
of barrels during the early 20th century.
In fact, most oil field discoveries in the
area resulted from drilling for water near
known oil and gas seeps.

Geologically,
southern Bexar
County was a
prime site for oil
deposits that oc-
curred eons ago
when oil seeped
to the earth’s
surface along

fault lines and cracks in subterranean
rocks. Seeping oil gathered in pools and
became trapped in the pores of subterra-
nean rocks to produce oil reservoirs.

“There were oil wells here during the
1920s and 1930s,” says Mr. Keilman
while pointing to the area now occupied
by the Costa Dorado apartments and
nearby IBC Bank located on Southeast
Military Drive across from base housing.

“ ”They drilled all over the place at
Brooks Field, but they hit oil. They
were not after oil, they were after
water.

Rudolph Keilman
Local land owner
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DISCOVERY
May 19, 200610

By Karen Eizenga
AFRL Human Effectiveness
Directorate

Dr. John A. Caldwell, a prin-
cipal research psychologist with
the Air Force Research
Laboratory’s Human Effective-
ness Directorate here at Brooks
has been selected as the recipi-
ent of the 2005 Harold Brown
Award, the Air Force Materiel
Command’s highest honor for
significant contributions in the
field of research and develop-
ment.

“I feel very honored to re-
ceive this award,” said Dr.
Caldwell.  “I am deeply grateful
to everyone who worked to get
the submission signed, sealed,
and delivered. I consider this to
be the highlight of my career!”

The Harold Brown Award is
named for the former Secretary
of the Air Force who later be-
came the Secretary of Defense.
Upon his departure from the Air

AFRL researcher wins Harold Brown Award

Force, the award was estab-
lished as a tribute to his outstand-
ing service and dedication to the
Air Force and the nation. It hon-
ors researchers who have made
a substantial improvement to the

operational effectiveness of the
Air Force.

Dr. Caldwell’s selection was
announced by Dr. Mark Lewis,
Chief Scientist of the Air Force.
The award was presented dur-

Dr. John Caldwell (left) receives the Harold Brown Award from Michael
W. Wynne, Secretary of the Air Force, during the award ceremony at
the Pentagon.  Dr. Caldwell was selected for the award in recognition
of his outstanding science and technology research focused on
improving the safety and effectiveness of the human weapon system.

Photo by Mickey Sanborn

ing a formal ceremony at the
Pentagon on May 4.

“This is a well-deserved honor
for Dr. Caldwell,” said Dr.
Hendrick Ruck, director of the
Human Effectiveness Director-
ate.  “This prestigious award not
only reflects well on him and his
vast expertise in the field of ex-
perimental psychology, it also
confirms the world-class talents
of the scientists and engineers of
the Air Force Research Labora-
tory as a whole.  I am very proud
to have him on the AFRL team.”

Dr. Caldwell, a member of
AFRL since 2002, was selected
for the award in recognition of
outstanding science and technol-
ogy research focused on improv-
ing the safety and effectiveness
of the human weapon system.

Dr. Caldwell led a diverse
team to design, conduct, and tran-
sition results of the only scien-
tific investigations to quantify
fatigue impact and associated
countermeasures on pilot perfor-
mance.  He demonstrated a 50
to 70 percent flight performance
increase with a new fatigue coun-
termeasure.

He rapidly transitioned results
to operations as policy guidance
and preventive measures to miti-
gate operational fatigue related
to the warfighter.  Dr. Caldwell’s
scientific findings enabled safe,

effective pilot performance in
sustained operations during op-
erations Enduring Freedom and
Iraqi Freedom.

In addition to his responsibili-
ties with the research laboratory,
Dr. Caldwell also serves as an
international consultant on the
employment of fatigue counter-
measures to sustain military flight
performance under operation-
ally-demanding circumstances,
on the utilization of flight simula-
tors and specially-instrumented
aircraft to conduct applied hu-
man-performance research, and
on the application and theory of
psychophysiological measures
for solving operational aerospace
performance problems.

Dr. Caldwell received a bach-
elor of science degree in psy-
chology from Troy State Univer-
sity and a doctorate in general ex-
perimental psychology from the
University of South Mississippi.
He was also the recipient of the
directorate’s 2004 Air Force Re-
search Laboratory Scientific and
Technical Achievement Award,
presented each year to a labora-
tory scientist or engineer for out-
standing in-house technical
achievement, and the Meritori-
ous Civilian Service Award, the
second highest award presented
to civilians for service to the Air
Force, in 1997.
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Annual Base Picnic

The annual base picnic will be June 9 from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. at the base picnic grounds.
The theme of this year’s event is “Go the Dis-
tance: Military and Community.”  All Brooks
personnel, including tenants and contractors,
are welcome to participate in the picnic.

There will be food, beverages and a vari-
ety of games and entertainment — including
a domino tournament, a jail where you will be
able to pay to have your “friends” placed in
jail. and a “2-ball” basketball  or sand volley-
ball competition. Entry forms are available
through squadron sports representatives of
Larry Flores at 536-2881.

Any organization wishing to have a booth
at the event should contact  Jan McMahon at
536-5475 for a listing of available food and
beverage items. All food and beverage items
must be prepared by the individual groups
and cannot be purchased ready made from
off base to sell at the picnic.

Kids summer fitness camp
America’s Kids Run Summer Fitness Camp

will be conducted June 19-23 for children ages
9-13. The fee is $10 per week and will consist
of two daily sessions. Session 1 will be from 8
a.m. to noon and will be for Summer Day camp

participants only. Session 2 will be from 1 to 5
p.m. and will be for all other children affiliated
with Brooks City-Base. Youth will participate
in different track and field events.

Base Swimming Pool to open
Get out the swimsuits, suntan lotion and

beach towels and head for the base swim-
ming pool. Opening day is May 27. Season
passes are now on sale through the Fitness
Center. Once the pool opens they can be pur-
chased through the lifeguards. The daily user
fee will be $2. Season Passes are $10 per per-
son and a family pass is $50. Pool parties can
be scheduled with the head lifeguard by call-
ing 4-3744 after the pool opens.

Pool hours are:
Early Morning Swim (Wed, Fri) —
   6:30-8 a.m.
Adult Lap Swim — 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.
Open Swim (weekdays) — 1- 6 p.m.
Open Swim (Sat, Sun, holidays) —
  11 a.m. - 6 p.m.

Brooks TOP 3
Brooks TOP 3 meets the third Wednesday

of every month at 3 p.m. in the Brooks Club.
The TOP 3 is open to all members grade E7
through E9 and all master sergeant selects.

Air Force Sergeant’s Association
The Air Force Sergeant’s Association,

Chapter 1077, meets the second Tuesday of
every month at 3 p.m. at the Brooks Club.
AFSA membership is open to all Air Force
enlisted members.

Luau Luncheon
The Youth Program Center’s After School

Program is conducted Monday through Fri-
day from 3 to 5 p.m. Drop-in spaces are avail-
able. Homework assistance, computer time,
outdoor play, cooking activities and arts and
crafts are offered to children. Fees are based
on total household income. Call the Youth
Programs Center at 536-2515 for more infor-
mation or to register.

New hours at Cup-A-Joe Coffee Shop
New hours of operation — stop by the

Cup-A-Joe Coffee Shop from 6:30 a.m. to 6
p.m. for that fantastic cup of coffee, smoothie,
latte or one of the many other menu selec-
tions. Pastries and ice cream are also avail-
able for those who have a sweet tooth during
the day.  The shop brews Starbucks coffee.

Summer Day Camp
The Youth Programs Center is currently

registering Summer Day Camp. Camp starts
May 26 and is held Monday through Friday

from 6:45 a.m. to 5 p.m. Fees are determined
by total household income. Breakfast, lunch
and a snack are included in the fee. Field trips,
computer time, outdoor play, arts and crafts,
cooking activities and leisure time make up
the camp day.  For more information, contact
the Youth Programs Center at 536-2515.

Aerobics back on schedule
All Brooks personnel are invited to the fit-

ness center to take part in aerobics classes.
Sessions are listed below:

Mondays
   Kickboxing - 11:30 a.m.
   Step – 5 p.m.
Tuesdays
   Circuit Training – 6:15 & 11 a.m.
   Spinning – 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
   Power Stretch – 4:45 p.m.
Wednesdays
   High Impact – 11:30 a.m.
   Power Stretch – 4:45 p.m.
   Step Interval – 5:00 p.m.
Thursdays
   Circuit Training – 6:15 a.m. and 11:30 a.m.
   Spinning – 11:30 a.m. and 5 p.m.
   Power Stretch – 4:45 p.m.
Fridays
   Step – 11:30 a.m.

Continued on page 15
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May 19, 200612

Three enlisted recognized
with Diamond Sharp Award

Staff Sgt.
Hope Kennedy

311th Human Systems Wing

Three Brooks individuals recently received the Dia-
mond Sharp award — Staff Sgt. Hope Kennedy of the
311th Human Systems Wing, Staff Sgt. Tiffany McCalister
of the U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace Medicene,
and Airman 1st Class Diane Escamilla of the Air Force
Institute for Operational Health.

The Diamond Sharp Award is presented to individuals
in the ranks of E-6 and below for outstanding dress and
personal appearance and strict adherence to customs and
courtesies.

Formerly, the award was given to one outstanding indi-
vidual each quarter. Now, a first sergeant can issue two
“cards” per month. If the card is issued outside the unit
of the issuing first sergeant, the recipient will present the
card to his or her own first sergeant, who has overall
discretion in approving the award.

Sergeant Kennedy received the Diamond Sharp from
Master Sgt. Laurie Olerich, the 311th HSW and Mission
Support Group’s first sergeant, for demonstrating great
customer service and administrative support.

“Sergeant Kennedy is one the sharpest staff sergeants
I have ever worked with. She is always fanatically orga-
nized and at the top of her game. She gives me the an-
swers before I can finish the questions. She is always
extremely courteous, professional and responsive. I
couldn’t ask for better administrative support,” Sergeant
Olerich said.

Master Sgt. Darrell Smith, USAFSAM’s first sergeant,
nominated Sergeant McCalister, primarily for her com-
munication skills and initiative. “She created a new
mentorship program with the USAFSAM students called
‘Airmen’s Time’ where she personally mentors them on
a different subject every Wednesday night.”

Master Sgt. Donald Damron, first sergeant for AFIOH,
nominated Airman Escamilla for consistently demonstrat-
ing outstanding military dress and appearance. “She is
active in AFIOH, Brooks City Base and community ac-
tivities. She can always be counted on to perform above
and beyond expectations,” Sergeant Damron said.

Staff Sgt.
Tiffany McCalister

USAFSAM

Airman 1st Class
Diane Escamilla

AFIOH
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DISCOVERY
May 19, 200614

I have a boat so I enjoy
boating at Canyon Lake.

What is your
favorite

summertime
activity?

Staff Sgt.
Dormois Bazile

USAFSAM

A

LOOK
at

BROOKS
Lupe Gomez

USAFSAM

Vacationing at the coast
or in “Vegas.”

Tech. Sgt.
Michael Mainor

59th MDS

Fishing up at Canyon
Lake or back home in
Georgia.

Maj. Jeff Larson
59th MDS

Joanna Cisneros
Randolph-Brooks

Federal Credit Union

Since I’m into motorcy-
cling, that is my favorite
activity. My favorite des-
tination is the Hill Coun-
try.

Swimming back home in
the Virgin Islands.
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By Kendahl Johnson
Discovery editor

An associate biologist for
the Air Force Research
Laboratory’s Human Effective-
ness Directorate was recently
honored with the 2005 Junior
Scientist of the Year Award.
The award, given to scientists
with less than six years experi-
ence, went to Brooks’s Nichole
Jindra.

“There are a lot of great sci-
entists in the Air Force, so it
was a great honor just to be
nominated. To win the award
is just awesome,” Ms. Jindra
said. “It is nice to be recog-
nized.”

Ms. Jindra has been particu-
larly successful in her laser re-
search. She partnered in a two-
man team that researched and
created a synthetic tissue phan-
tom, known as LaserMan.  The
phantom will help to reduce the

Brooks biologist wins AF award
number of animal and human
test subjects needed for laser-
exposure experiments.

She is the division-level
representative for HED
change team and Community
Awareness Program. “I
helped open new lines of com-
munication between branches
to encourage and enhance
collaboration and sharing of
resources, resulting in in-
creased availability of funds,
technology and knowledge,”
Ms. Jindra said.

She also initiated an indi-
vidual database with over 800
entries for optical, chemical
and biomechanical informa-
tion on more than 310 biologi-
cal and scientific materials as
found in various research pa-
pers. She said the database
is rapidly becoming a key site
for data accessible to HEDO
members – useful for scien-
tific papers and modeling

parameters.
“Nichole is an enthusiastic re-

searcher who focuses both on
extracting key knowledge from
scientific investigation and cap-
turing significant technical ad-
vances to enhance Air Force
mission success,” said branch
chief Dr. Benjamin Rockwell,
who nominated Ms. Jindra for the
award.

Nichole Jindra
AFRL

America’s Kids Run
America’s Kids Run will be to-

morrow at the Fitness Center.
Youth may sign-in at 8 a.m. and the
run starts at 9 a.m. America’s Kids
Run will provide 20,000 children
ages five to 13 years an opportu-
nity to participate in a fun run on
Air Force, Navy and Army bases
worldwide.

The five and six year olds run
one-half mile, the seven and eight
year olds run one mile and the 9 to
13 year olds run two miles, with a
finish line reward of “America’s
Kids Run T-Shirt.”

Treasure Island Casino
Cruise

Brooks’ Outdoor Recreation is
sponsoring a one-day cruise
aboard the Treasure Island Casino
in Port Aransas, Texas. A smoke-
free commercial bus will depart
Sidney’s parking lot tomorrow at 7
a.m., with the cruise running from
11 a.m. to 5 p.m. The cost for trip is
$25 per person, and includes ad-
mission aboard the cruise ship,
dining in the international buffet,
complimentary beverages while

gaming and live entertainment.
Guests must be at least 21 years of
age to book passage, and must have
proper identification. Contact Out-
door Rec at 536-2881 to sign up.

Periodontal screening at
Lackland

The periodontics department at
the Dunn Dental Clinic on Lackland
Air Force Base is currently screen-
ing patients for dental care. If you
have been told by your military or
civilian general dentist that you need
periodontal therapy, you can be
evaluated. To schedule an evalua-
tion, have your general dentist fax a
consultation to the periodontics de-
partment 292-3338 or call 292-6365.

Pavilions available
Three pavilions are available for

your organization office function,
reunions, birthday parties or just a
get together. Pavilion 1 ($45) and 2
($40) are located at the base picnic
grounds and Pavilion 3 ($35) is lo-
cated adjacent to the base swimming
pool. To reserve a pavilion, call 536-
2881. Barbecue grills are also avail-
able for rent.

Brooks Briefs continued from page 11
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DISCOVERY
May 19, 200616

FULL NAME/RANK:
1st Lt. Richard Giles Whiting

NICKNAME:
G-Force

DUTY TITLE, ORGANIZATION:
Program Manager,

Human Systems Group

IN SIMPLE TERMS,
WHAT DO YOU DO?:

I am the deputy program manager for
two acquisitions relating to nuclear/
chemical/biological agent detection.

BIRTHDAY:
Aug. 12, 1980

HOMETOWN:
Columbia, S.C.

INSPIRATIONS:
Lance Armstrong, Ayn Rand, Steve

Prefontaine, Richard Feynman,
Secretary Rice, Ronald Reagan, Ross

Perot, John Rockefeller, etc.

PET PEEVES:
I’m extremely OCD about certain

things – disorganization, uncleanli-
ness, things not being standardized,

people who talk too much, ineffi-
ciency.

HOBBIES:
Triathlons and road races, crew,

reading, writing, piano, travel.

BOOKS AT BEDSIDE:
There are about two stacks of 12

books each. Additionally you’ll always
find this week’s The Economist, US

News, this month’s GQ and this
quarter’s Foreign Affairs.

I JOINED THE MILITARY BECAUSE:
I wanted to serve my country.

America rocks and I aim to help
ensure that.

FIVE-YEAR GOAL:
Partner with McKinsey and Company.

ULTIMATE GOAL:
Happiness

MY GREATEST ACCOMPLISHMENT:
I have no idea.  I don’t think about
accomplishments relative to each

other.  I just do what I need to.
Whatever I accomplish next is just

another next step.

WHITING

“We had a goal of this certain triathlon
that we wanted to get people to compete
in, and by the time we got there, 30 people
made it,” he said. “To get a group of 30
to compete in a triathlon, we were pretty
happy.”

Lieutenant Whiting and his friend
Allen’s shared passion for marathons and
triathlons led them to compete in the Bos-
ton Marathon. “We ran the Boston Mara-
thon, which was an unbelievable race. It
was extremely fun,” he said. “It was un-
like any marathon I have ever done.”

After graduating from Harvard in 2005,
Lieutenant Whiting was assigned to
Brooks that June and his friend Allen be-
gan working for the Lance Armstrong
Foundation in Austin. Lieutenant Whiting
was interested in competing in the Bos-
ton Marathon for a second time, but his
friend had another idea.

“He gave me a call last September and
said ‘Boston would be fun but let’s go do
an Ironman’,” he said.

The next Ironman competition was
seven months away, which meant the duo
would have enough time to train. And that
is exactly what Lieutenant Whiting did.

On top of his seven-month training
time, he organized a triathlon club at
Brooks which attracted 20 people to par-
ticipate in the three areas of training:
swimming, cycling and running.

April finally approached, and the Ari-
zona Ironman was underway. Lieutenant
Whiting, Allen and hundreds of other com-
petitors showed up 48 hours before the
actual event to interact with the other
competitors.

“Any Ironman requires that you be at
the race location 48 hours before hand so
you always get to know some of the other
runners,” he said. “I don’t compete in a
lot of other sports, but I really think the

running community and the triathlon com-
munity has a very special bond with one
another, the Ironman really takes that to
another level.”

As the day of the actual event arrived,
the first time Ironman competitor was still
impressed with the communal sense of
the race and its participants.

“When you’re registering, when you’re
getting your race number, when you’re at
the starting line, when you’re running and
when you finish, everyone feels very
brotherly and sisterly. It’s something that
you really can’t experience until you’ve
gone through it,” he said. “The sense of
community with these other ‘Ironmen’ and
‘Ironwomen’ is just incredible. It was re-
ally amazing.”

The race consists of a 2.6 mile swim,
112 mile bike, and a marathon run of 26.2
miles. Professional Ironman competitors
typically complete the marathon within 10
hours. Lieutenant Whiting completed the
event in 12 hours 19 minutes and five sec-
onds, a time he was very happy with.

“The most surprising thing was how
different the swim was from any other
triathlon,” he said. “It is really best de-
scribed as a combat swim — you’re just
crawling all over people and people are
crawling all over you. You try not to get
kicked in the face but inevitably you’ll get
kicked somewhere.”

Despite the tumultuous conditions of
the swim and the scorching hot tempera-
tures during the bike ride and marathon,
Lieutenant Whiting enjoyed his experience
at his first Ironman and plans to do it again.

“This being my first time, I don’t think
I attacked it as aggressively as I could,”
he said. “So now that I have one under
my belt, I know what it feels like and I
plan on doing another one in November. I
will push that one a little harder.”

Photos by Staff Sgt. Brandy Bogart

TTTTTriathlete gets serious,riathlete gets serious,riathlete gets serious,riathlete gets serious,riathlete gets serious,
conquersconquersconquersconquersconquers
IronmanIronmanIronmanIronmanIronman
By Elizabeth Castillo
Discovery writer

To some, great accomplishments are
a lifetime in the making. Others reach
milestones before they even turn 30.

1st Lt. Richard Whiting, a program
manager with the Human Sytems Group,
is no stranger to success or to the train-
ing it takes to be successful. After re-
cently completing his first Ironman
competition, he has not only proven
to have the stamina to endure a
grueling triathlon, but has en-
couraged others to stay fit
through triathlon training.

Born in Columbia,
S.C., Lieutenant Whit-
ing, his twin sister and
older brother grew up
knowing the impor-
tance of exercise and the
value of competitive
sports. Beginning as early
as six years old, their parents had them
involved in swim teams and soccer.

“My parents probably put too much
pressure on us,” he joked. “We were re-
quired to do two sports every year dur-
ing school.”

It was in junior high school that Lieu-
tenant Whiting realized his passion for
running, as he was involved in both the
track and cross-country teams.

“Once I got to middle school, I started
running track and cross country, but I re-
ally excelled in track. I enjoyed it much
more,” he said. “I really enjoy track still,
just to have the rush of speed which you
don’t have in marathons.”

Throughout junior high and high school
years, Lieutenant Whiting remained ac-
tive in sports. After graduating in 1999,
he continued his academic career at the
Air Force Academy, where he ran track
for the first two years. It was at the Air
Force Academy that he found another
sport that he enjoyed. Triathlons.

“Once I started getting into triathlons,
it combined some of the things I was good
at, swimming and running particularly,”
he said. “I was getting so much more into
triathlons that I joined the triathlon team
instead of the track team.”

After graduating from the Air Force
Academy in 2003, Lieutenant Whiting
went on to further his educational career
in graduate school at Harvard.

“I was fortunate enough to have done
very well at the Academy and ended up
winning a full scholarship to Harvard for
two years, so I went directly to graduate
school,” Lieutenant Whiting said.

At Harvard, Lieutenant Whiting and
his friend Allen Goldberg had a mutual
passion for triathlons. Realizing that
Harvard had no triathlon team they took
it upon themselves to create one and
were pleased with the final results.



DISCOVERY
May 19, 2006 17FEATURE

By Elizabeth Castillo
Discovery writer

In an enthusiastic display of lasers, rock-infused
slide shows and passionate presenters, Brooks’ Eighth
Annual Aerospace Career Day continued its effort to
motivate and educate students about the Aerospace
career field.

Beginning May 2, the three-day event welcomed
1,250 students from 25 participating high schools from
the San Antonio and outer lying areas. Throughout
their experience, students were able to witness the
many aspects of the aerospace field and the types of
jobs the Air Force has to offer.

“It really shows everyone what is offered by the
Air Force and it is good interaction,” said Stephen
Rodriguez, a junior at West Campus High School. “I
think the speakers were really great; they knew
what they were talking about and really got us
involved.”

Speakers for the event were volunteers from many
organizations on base, including the Expeditionary
Medical Support and the Air Force Research Labora-

tory. Dr. Eric Holwitt, a retired Air Force major, was
on hand as he presented a chemistry magic show
which showcased various types of chemical reactions.

“Our success was due to an incredible volunteer
work force,” said Maj. Laura Barnes, Aerospace
Career Day chairperson. “Over 100 personnel gave
their time to support the event.”

Among the presenters was NASA engineer Amy
Ross, who gave an informative presentation on her job
as a space suit engineer and the road she took to get
there.

“I remember being in high school and trying to
figure out what I wanted to do,” she said. “I’m just
trying to provide the students with a better insight into
what an engineer is and what I do in the aerospace
field so hopefully they will be interested in coming into
the aerospace field too.”

The event also added a new item to its educational
menu with a laser light show presented by Tim Walsh.
The show used diode lasers that emit green light to
create images and effects set to popular music. The
students cheered as each of their school’s names was
represented by the lasers.

“This year was really great,” Mr. Rodriguez said.
“I especially liked the laser light show; I’ve never
seen anything like that before!”

Student enthusiasm was a goal for the event
organizers, as many of the speakers relied on crowd
participation for some of their presentations. Ms. Ross
turned to the group of students for answers regarding
the temperature of the sun, a mock “Jeopardy” game
tested the knowledge of students regarding aerospace
related topics and selected students were able to test
the Barany Chair, which is used to teach pilots of the
dangers of spatial disorientation.

Through entertaining methods and speakers who
have personal experience in the aerospace field,
students viewed a glimpse of the world of aerospace
and what it would take for them to get there. The
hundreds of volunteers worked together to accomplish
the single goal of creating interest among students in
the field of aerospace.

“Even if just one of those kids achieves success in
a science or engineering career because we sparked
his or her interest, all the work of putting the event
together will be worth it,” Major Barnes said.

Aerospace Career Day:
An education in all-things ‘aerospace’

Staff Sgt. Jeremiah Moore of the U.S. Air Force School of Aerospace
Medicine demonstrates the Barany Chair with the help of a student
volunteer.  The chair is used in pilot training to increase awareness
of the dangers of spatial disorientation.

The laser light show, a new addition to the Aersospce
Career Day menu, was one of the main attractions for
the event and a huge hit among the students.

The Air Force-sponsored NASCAR, driven by No. 21 Ken Schrader of the Wood Brothers/
JTG Racing Team, was on display during the three-day Aerospace Career Day.

Photos by Tech. Sgt. Alfonso Ramirez Jr.

Dr. Eric Holwitt, a retired Air Force major now with the Air Force
Research Laboratory, burns a $100 bill during his chemistry  magic
show. The show, a regular event at ACD, demonstrates chemical
principles in an entertaining fashion.
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WASHINGTON — Based on feedback
received during visits with Airmen across
the Air Force, the Air Force Uniform
Board is reviewing several concepts that
Airmen have suggested regarding the ap-
pearance of the service dress uniform.

Some of the informal feedback about
the current service dress includes Airmen
wanting to revamp the service dress to
look more military, like the other services.
One senior airman said, “the current uni-
form resembles a cheesy business suit.”
Another staff sergeant said, “think world’s
most dominating air power, not CEO,” and
another described it as a “cheap leisure
suit.”

Other comments have suggested that
the uniform needs to reflect the Air
Force’s history more. On an Internet mes-
sage board an Airman recently wrote, “I
want to look good and be proud of my AF
heritage.”   Another Airman wrote that
the dress uniform pales in comparison to
any of the other services.  “We need
something that distinguishes us as proud
members of the U.S. military.”

The Air Force began exploring these
ideas by producing several prototypes that
reflect a combination of ideas that have
been gleaned from comments, suggestions
and informal surveys conducted over the
past several years.

A more formal survey soon will pro-
vide additional opportunities for Airmen to

provide feedback and comments.
“We’ve been getting informal feedback

on our current service dress uniform for
several years, and what we consistently
have heard from many Airmen is a desire
for a more ‘military,’ and less ‘corporate’
look and feel, something more reflective
of the Air Force’s heritage, and its role as
a professional military organization,” said
Brig. Gen. Robert Allardice, director of
Airman development and sustainment,
deputy chief of staff for manpower and
personnel.

“The Uniform Board has come up with
some options to explore these concepts
and the initial prototypes are direct de-
scendants of our heritage, rooted in Hap
Arnold and Billy Mitchell’s Air Force,”
General Allardice said.

The survey will provide a more formal
opportunity to collect feedback on
whether or not Airmen want a new ser-
vice dress, and if so, what changes, likes,
or dislikes they have about the prototypes.

“We believe we need to respond to the
force and the constant flow of feedback
we receive on the service dress is driving
this initiative. We see this as an opportu-
nity to do so, along with a chance to re-
flect on our rich history, as well as the
image we wish to portray in uniform,” said
General Allardice. “We want to make
sure our uniforms, all combinations, meet
our current and future needs.”

This process will use the standard Air
Force Uniform Board process and as with
the Airman’s Battle Uniform, Airmen are
encouraged to take the opportunity to di-
rectly contribute to how their new ser-

New Air Force service dress prototypes pique interest

vice uniform might look.
The Air Force will present options

based on feedback received on possible
service dress designs through the uniform
board process.

U.S. Air Force photo

Brig. Gen. Robert Allardice and Senior Master Sgt. Dana Athnos show off prototypes of
the Billy Mitchell heritage coat in the Pentagon May 15. General Allardice is director of
Airmen development and sustainment and Sergeant Athnos is a member of the Air
Force uniform board.
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Photo by Rudy Purificato

Albert Merolli, an unpaid volunteer for the Brooks Golf
Course, examines the golf clubs at the Pro Shop. Mr.
Merolli works to make course customers feel welcome.
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By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

It took them just two years, but in
the end the Brooks men’s varsity soft-
ball team prevailed by fashioning a well-
earned winning season. Finishing sec-
ond in the San Antonio Parks & Rec-
reation Department’s six team city
league with a 7-3 record and 9-6 over-
all, the Brooks squad has revived a win-
ning men’s softball program here after
a decades-long drought.

“I hope we continue to do what
we’ve been doing. Top to bottom, ev-
erybody has been hitting,” said Warren
Benge, a third year player and assis-
tant coach. Benge and player-coach
Jack Connolly hope the team’s winning
ways will carry over to the 16th An-
nual Band Aid Tournament being held
May 17-21 at Peterson AFB. Last year,
Brooks was eliminated after the round
robin with a 0-4 record.

Last season, the Brooks varsity team
played .500 ball during their inaugural
play in the city league. They finished
third then, but knew as a team they had
gained valuable experience. Their
progress this season has been quite re-
markable.

“We are the highest scoring team in
the league,” says Benge. Many of their
victories have been blowouts with
scores such as 23-0, 28-3 and 24-5.
Their most satisfying win was the 27-
11 thrashing of Randolph AFB in which
they scored 22 runs in one inning. The
record inning, Benge said, included the
first 15 runs scored before they had
made an out.

“Except for our first game which we
lost 10-9, we have held other teams
mostly to low scores,” says Benge.
Even archrival Lackland AFB, a team
that has beat Brooks like a drum over
the past 50 plus years, did not overpower
them. Brooks kept the games they
played against Lackland close, losing
to them by identical 8-3 scores. The
Brooks squad’s much improved defense
has been a factor in their success this
season, but it has been their explosive
offense that has produced the most
positive results.

“Our strength this year has been our
hitting. We have consistently hit the ball
well in every game,” said Benge. Not
known for power, the team has prima-
rily relied on a steady attack featuring
hits other than home runs.

Now their next challenge is making
believers out of Air Force competition
at this week’s post-season tournament.
“The U.S. Air Force Academy Medics
‘A’ team is the team to beat,” said
Benge, noting last year’s tourney champ,
Wright-Patterson AFB, is not participat-
ing this year. The tournament begins
with a four-game round robin, followed
by a double-elimination playoff.

The Air Force Academy is fielding
three teams for the tournament that also
features Air Force medics squads from
Davis Monthan, McConnell, Offutt,
Sheppard, Peterson, Nellis and McDill
AFBs.

Softball team
ends year with
winning record

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Albert Merolli is to golf what a duck is
to water – inseparable. Yet for this Brooks
golf course icon, playing the game is not
as important as developing and nurturing
friendships.

For more than a decade, this retired
Air Force master sergeant has devoted
most of his time to making Brooks golf
course visitors feel welcome. As an un-
paid volunteer, Mr. Merolli has become
to golf course manager Jose Valadez
something beyond that of a dedicated
worker and Services intramural golf team
captain. “He is more than a friend. He is
my brother,” says Mr. Valadez.

Golf course volunteer understands service
This heartfelt sentiment is

also appreciated by people
who respect Mr. Merolli for
overcoming adversity to ful-
fill his desire to help others.
He has done this while
building a new life here af-
ter years of reconstructive
surgery resulting from dis-
figuring battlefield injuries
sustained in Vietnam. If not
for the horrific injuries,
which nearly claimed his
life, Mr. Merolli would not
be today an integral part of
the Brooks golfing commu-
nity.

He was born in Worces-
ter, Mass. on Oct. 21, 1931,
the fifth of six children of
Italian immigrants. “I grew
up in Providence, R.I.,” he
says about his early life
where his parents, Louis and
Christina Merolli, had
planted roots there as tex-
tile mill workers.

“There was no golf in high
school,” he recalls about a
sport that was neither popu-
lar nor affordable among

working class people trying to survive the
Great Depression. It would be years af-
ter he graduated from Uxbridge High
School in 1950, that Mr. Merolli traded a
baseball bat for a golf club. He had been
a varsity centerfielder in high school be-
fore transitioning to Air Force softball.

“I was a sheet metal man,” he says,
referring to his aircraft maintenance job
after enlisting in 1952. During the final
months of the Korean War in 1953 at
Osan AB, Mr. Merolli volunteered to be-
come a firefighter. It was a career move
that would ultimately change his life for-
ever.

“I was responsible for crash and struc-
tural fires,” he says about his work as a
para-rescue firefighter. During off-duty

time, he played varsity softball wherever
he was assigned.

“I first played golf at Davis Monthan
AFB,” he says about the sport that his
buddy Rodney Sorano had introduced him
to. “ I didn’t care for it much (then),” he
said.

He also didn’t care much for the haz-
ards associated with flying para-rescue
missions aboard HH-43 helicopters in
Vietnam. “We’d pick up downed pilots. I
was always afraid of getting shot in the
butt,” he said, referring to enemy fire from
below. During his first tour there in 1967-
68, Air Force rescue helicopters’ under-
carriages were fitted with steel plates to
protect aircrews from enemy small arms
fire.

Fate intervened during Mr. Merolli’s
second southeast Asia tour. Assigned to
an air base in Thailand, he was involved
in numerous para-rescue operations in
Cambodia, Laos and Vietnam. “On Dec.
27, 1972, we were shot down while (try-
ing) to pick up the crew from a downed
F-4. I got the co-pilot out (alive),” he says.
Mr. Merolli’s actions earned him The
Airman’s Medal for heroism. It also
earned him about two years in military
hospitals recovering from third degree
burns to his head, upper torso and limbs.
While multiple plastic surgeries to recon-
struct his face continue to this day, the
on-going ordeal hasn’t kept him from be-
ing athletically active.

Following his Air Force medical dis-
charge in 1974, Mr. Merolli resumed play-
ing golf while working for the Army and
Air Force Exchange Service in Thailand.
“I’d play golf with the American Embassy
team,” he says. He improved his game
while living in The Philippines. Since mov-
ing here in 1995, Mr. Merolli has become
an 18 handicapper. He has also become
a valued volunteer.

“Bill Boykin and Bubba Bretzke asked
me to volunteer picking up golf balls from

By Rudy Purificato
311th Human Systems Wing

Staging perhaps one of the great-
est upsets in Brooks sports history,
the Mission Support Group intramu-
ral volleyball team defeated the
heavily favored league champion
Human Systems Group May 11 for
the base crown.

After losing the first match of the
title contest to HSG 21-7, MSG
stunned their previously unbeaten
opponent by defeating them twice in
elimination matches 21-12 and 15-6.
HSG, 6-0 in league play and 1-1 in
the playoffs, lost the base champion-
ship game for the second consecu-
tive year.

MSG advanced to the base title
contest in the single elimination tour-
nament by beating the 311th Human
Systems Wing, the 68th Information
Operations Squadron and the Air
Force Research Laboratory.

“We beat the best team. They
played really well,” said MSG player-
coach Lucas Hofstra in praising HSG.

He said the determining factor for
their upset victory were key players,
three of who he called the ‘X fac-
tor’ for their versatility. “We didn’t
have our best players when we
played them (HSG) during the regu-
lar season,” admits Hofstra. As a
consequence, HSG handed MSG its
only loss of the season.

“They seemed like a different
team, faster and improved. We were
surprised. I think they did an awe-
some job,” said HSG player-coach
Ben Smith. Smith attributed part of
the reason his team lost the champi-
onship to on-court communications.
“I think we didn’t communicate (with
one another) real well,” he said.

MSG, meanwhile, had no problem
communicating to their opponent that
they meant business. Anchoring their
offense were ‘X factor’ players
Ricardo Ramos, Jr., Tim McClelland
and Philip Casey. Coach Hofstra,
Mike Walljasper and Roderick
Bryant supplied most of the power
as hitters, supported by setters Don
Wooden and Kari Gardner.

Underdog MSG wins base volleyball crown

Photo by Rudy Purificato
Human Systems Group’s Ben Smith returns a
volley against the Mission Support Group in the
base championship match.

SPORTS
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the driving range,” he said of the former course manager and
superintendent, respectively. “I’m here every day,” he says about
his routine that includes trimming trees, fixing golf cart flats and
removing sand trap vegetation.

“About six years ago I joined the Services golf team,” he
says. He has since helped the Services team win several base
intramural championships. He also witnessed the late Rudy
Gonzales, a Services teammate, record a hole-in-one in 2003. “I
gave him the hybrid club he used to ace the hole,” he said of Mr.
Gonzales who passed away last month.

Mr. Merolli’s goal now is to help the Services squad repeat as
base champions. His game plan includes teaming with Mr.
Valadez. “Jose is the long hitter. My strength is putting,” he says.
To everyone who knows him, Mr. Merolli’s true strength is his
character.

Golf volunteer from page 21

Academy athlete sets NCAA record,
cruises to third straight MWC title

By Valerie Perkin
Air Force Academy Sports Information

Using a record-shattering
throw of 195’8”, senior Dana
Pounds easily claimed her third
straight javelin title during the fi-
nal day of competition at the
Mountain West Conference
Track and Field Championships
in Provo, Utah.

With her final throw of the
morning, Pounds impacted nu-
merous records, including several
at the national level. Her throw
is the best in the NCAA this sea-
son, displacing the previous na-
tional best of 186’10”, which she
recorded earlier this season.

It also equals the best colle-
giate throw ever by an Ameri-
can and is the second-best throw
by anyone in the U.S. this year
(Olympian Kim Kreiner holds the
2006 American record at
199’9”). That throw is also the
ninth-best record in the world this
year.

In addition, the mark blasts the
previous Academy and Mountain

West Conference all-time record
of 188’8” that Pounds posted last
season and set a MWC champi-
onship-meet record by over 10
feet (last season, Pounds threw
a 183’9” to win the title). Pounds,
who passed on three of her six
attempts, posted totals of 179’2”
and 186’8”, en route to her
record-shattering final toss of
195’8”.

For her remarkable perfor-
mance in the javelin, Pounds
earned the Mountain West Con-
ference Outstanding Performer
Award.  It is the first time in

MWC history that a member of
the Air Force team (men or
women, indoor or outdoor) has
been named the conference’s
Outstanding Performer.

As a team, the men placed
fourth with 96 points, while the
women finished eighth with 29
points.  BYU won both the men’s
(248 points) and women’s (183)
titles.

The Falcons with regional
qualifying times or marks will
converge on Austin May 26-27
for the NCAA Midwest
Regionals.

Courtesy photo

Dana Pounds, a senior at the U.S. Air Force Academy, notched a javelin
throw of 195’8”, setting new Mountain West and NCAA records.
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